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mands given to them. All are not prefects, or tri-
bunes, or centurions, but each in his own rank obeys
the orders of the emperor and his leaders. The great
cannot exist without the small, nor the small with-
out the great. In all things there is a mixture of
different elements, and in this mixture there is profit.
Let us take our body as an example. The head
without the feet is nothing, nor the feot without the
head. The least of our organs are necessary and
serve the whole body; all conspire together and obey
one principle of subordination for the preservation
of the whole."

The history of the ecclesiastical hierarchy is one of
a three-fold abdication: first, the community of the
faithful abandoning all power to the elders or presby-
teri; the presbyteral body then concentrating itself
in a single person, who is the episcopos ; finally, the
episcopi of the Latin Church recognizing one among-
themselves, the Pope, as chief. This last stage of:
progress, if progress it can be called, has been
reached only in our own day. The creation of the-
episcopate is the work of the second century. The-
absorption of the Church by the prcsbyteri was an.